DBC. *9]                       ST THOMAS, B. M.

God, to hurt in the least any of my religious clergy or people, I have
defended the church as far as I was able during my life, when I saw it
oppressed, and I shall be happy if, by my death at least, I can restore hs
peace and liberty," He then fell on his knees and spoke these his last
words, " I recommend my soul and the cause of the church to God,
to the Blessed Virgin, to the holy patrons of this place, to the martyrs
St Dionysius and St Elphege of Canterbury." He then prayed for his
murderers, and bowing a little his head presented it to them in silence.
They first offered to bring him out of the church, but he said, " I will
not stir; do here what you please, or are commanded/' The fear lest
the people who crowded into the church should hinder them made them
hasten the execution of their design. Tracy struck at his head first with
his sword; but an ecclesiastic who stood by, named Edward Griin or
Grimfer (who afterwards wrote his life), held out his arm, which was
almost cut off; but" this broke the blow on the archbishop, who was only
a little stunned with it, and he held up his head with his two hands as
immovable as before, ardently offering himself to God. Two others
immediately gave him together two violent strokes, by which he fell on
the pavement, near the altar of St Bennet, and was now expiring, when the
fourth, Richard Briton, ashamed not to have dipped his sword in blood,
cut off the top part of his head and broke his sword against the pavement;
then Hugh of Horsea inhumanly, with the point of his sword, drew out all
his brains and scattered them on the floor.1 After this sacrilege, they went
and rifled the archiepiscopal palace with a fury which passion had heightened
to madness. The city was filled with consternation, tears, and lamentations*
-A blind man recovered his sight by applying his eyes to the blood of the
martyr yet warm. The canons shut the doors of the church, watched by
the corpse all night, and interred it privately the next morning because
of a report that the murderers designed to drag it through the street.
St Thomas was martyred on the 29th of December, in the year 1170,
the fifty-third of his age and the ninth of his episcopacy,

The grief of all Catholic princes and of all Christendom at the ocws
of this sacrilege is not to be expressed. King Henry, above all others,
at the first news of it, forgot not only his animosity against the saint, but
even the dignity of his crown, to abandon himself to the humiliatioa and
affliction of a penitent who bewailed his sins in sackcloth and ashes. He
shut himself up for three days in his closet, taking almost no nourishment
and admitting no comfort: and for forty days never went abroad, new
had his table or any diversions as usual, having always before his eyes the
death of the holy prelate. He not only wept, but howkd and cried o**
in the excess of his grief. He sent deputies to the pope to assure him thai
he had neither commanded nor intended that execrable murder. HO*
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